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worked within his community to organize its 
members and raise issues of importance to 
them in the public arena. His work has in-
cluded assisting community members with a 
wide range of issues, from immigration to 
helping families in need obtain basic neces-
sities. He has been a source of information for 
his community on pressing policy issues such 
as human rights, foreign affairs and health 
care. In particular, during the debate on the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act he 
organized discussions within the Bangladeshi 
community to raise awareness of health care 
issues. 

In my time representing Michigan in the 
United States Congress, I have been fortunate 
to call Shahin a valued friend and trusted advi-
sor. Thanks to his leadership, I have devel-
oped close relationships with Bangladeshi 
constituents and am honored to serve as a 
leader of the Bangladeshi Congressional Cau-
cus in Washington, D.C. Shahin’s passion for 
his community and his support of cross-cul-
tural dialogue, both in Michigan and across 
the country, have earned him numerous acco-
lades, including the 2011 Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Freedom Award from the Michi-
gan Democratic Party. 

Mr. Speaker, our unparalleled ability to at-
tract the best and the brightest from around 
the world and bring them to our country, 
where they make significant contributions to 
our future, is one of our nation’s greatest 
strengths. Dr. Nazmul Hassan’s life is an em-
bodiment of the American Dream and for his 
work, our nation is a better place. I am grate-
ful to both Shahin and his family for the many 
experiences they have shared with me and I 
wish Dr. Hassan well as he continues to rep-
resent the interests of Bangladeshi-Americans 
in his new endeavors. 
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The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1947) to provide 
for the reform and continuation of agricul-
tural and other programs of the Department 
of Agriculture through fiscal year 2018, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 1947, the Federal Agriculture 
Reform and Risk Management Act. I would 
very much like to support this legislation. I un-
derstand how important it is for Congress to 
pass a five-year Farm Bill to give certainty to 
farmers across the nation and to reauthorize 
and improve critical nutrition and conservation 
programs. I strongly support many of the re-
forms made to the farm safety net, including 
the elimination of direct payments and an in-
creased focus on crop insurance, a risk man-
agement tool which actually works. However, 
the $20 billion in cuts to the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program (SNAP) are uncon-
scionable, and for this reason I cannot support 
this bill. 

My Republican colleagues continue to claim 
that SNAP is growing out of control because 

participation in the program has grown in re-
cent years. In fact, this is a sign that SNAP is 
working as intended. The recession left many 
people in dire financial straits and unable to 
put food on the table to feed their families. For 
many of my constituents, SNAP is an impor-
tant stop-gap measure to help them during a 
time of need. These people are not asking for 
a handout. They are simply trying to get by. 
We should be thankful that we have a strong 
SNAP program as a part of our safety net. If 
the reforms proposed by the GOP were in 
place over the last five years, more Americans 
would have gone hungry. This is unacceptable 
and is not the direction in which our country 
should be headed. 

I agree that we need to take reasonable 
steps to stabilize the national debt. However, 
we must not balance our nation’s books on 
the backs of the most vulnerable Americans, 
as this legislation proposes to do. My dear 
friend Senator DEBBIE STABENOW has a strong, 
bipartisan farm bill which recently passed the 
Senate overwhelmingly. The Senate bill 
makes smart, targeted cuts to SNAP, and I 
strongly support this legislation. I hope that we 
can come together in a conference committee 
to pass a good, strong bipartisan farm bill 
which I can support. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, had 
I been present for votes on June 19, 2013, I 
would have cast the following votes: 

Roll No. 253 Motion on Ordering the Pre-
vious Question on H. Res. 271—‘‘No’’ Vote. 

Roll No. 254 Motion on Agreeing to the 
Resolution H. Res. 271—‘‘No’’ Vote. 

Roll No. 255 Motion on Approving the Jour-
nal—‘‘No’’ Vote. 

Roll No. 256 On Agreeing to the Amend-
ment McGovern of Massachusetts Part B 
Amendment No. 1—‘‘Yes’’ Vote. 

Roll No. 257 On Agreeing to the Amend-
ment Foxx of North Carolina Part B Amend-
ment No. 3—‘‘No’’ Vote. 

Roll No. 258 On Agreeing to the Amend-
ment Broun of Georgia Part B Amendment 
No. 5—‘‘No’’ Vote. 

Roll No. 259 On Agreeing to the Amend-
ment Blumenauer of Oregon Part B Amend-
ment No. 8—‘‘Yes’’ Vote. 

Roll No. 260 On Agreeing to the Amend-
ment Blumenauer of Oregon Part B Amend-
ment No. 9—‘‘Yes’’ Vote. 

Roll No. 261 On Agreeing to the Amend-
ment Kaptur of Ohio/Hastings of Florida Part B 
Amendment No. 14—‘‘Yes’’ Vote. 

Roll No. 262 On Agreeing to the Amend-
ment Royce of California/Engel of New York 
Part B Amendment No. 15—‘‘Yes’’ Vote. 

Roll No. 263 On Agreeing to the Amend-
ment Chabot of Ohio Part B Amendment No. 
16—‘‘No’’ Vote. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, due to a com-
mitment in my district, I had to miss votes on 
H.R. 1947. Had I been present, I would have 
voted Aye on Amendment 1, No on Amend-
ment 3, No on Amendment 5, Aye on Amend-
ment 8, Aye on Amendment 9, Aye on 
Amendment 14, Yes on Amendment 15, No 
on Amendment 16. 
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FEDERAL AGRICULTURE REFORM 
AND RISK MANAGEMENT ACT OF 
2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 18, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1947) to provide 
for the reform and continuation of agricul-
tural and other programs of the Department 
of Agriculture through fiscal year 2018, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Chair, it 
was my intention to offer an amendment to 
H.R. 1947, the Federal Agriculture Reform and 
Risk Management Act of 2013, which would 
have amended Section 4 of Public Law 87– 
788 (commonly known as the ‘‘McIntire-Sten-
nis Cooperative Forestry Act’’). 

My amendment said: ‘‘The matching funds 
requirement shall not be applicable to eligible 
1890 Institutions (as defined in Section 2 of 
the Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Education Reform Act of 1998), if the alloca-
tion is below $200,000.’’ 

On July 2, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln 
signed into law the Morrill Act, which made it 
possible for each state to receive federal 
funds to establish a state college or university. 

Regretfully, slavery still existed in the United 
States when the Morrill Act of 1862 was en-
acted into law. Even after the Civil War ended 
in 1865, it was still considered illegal to edu-
cate blacks in the South—making it impossible 
for black students to attend any college or uni-
versity established under the Morrill Act of 
1862. These conditions resulted in the enact-
ment of the Morrill Act of 1890 and its support 
for black educational institutions. 

Today: The eighteen 1890 Land-grant insti-
tutions represent 24 percent of all land-grant 
institutions (76 institutions total); The 1890 
Land-grant Institutions enrolled 98,397 stu-
dents in 2011 (31% of all student enrolled in 
HBCUs); The 1890 Land-grant institutions pro-
duced 33 percent of all Bachelor’s degrees, 41 
percent of all master’s degrees, 45 percent of 
all doctoral degrees and 24 percent of all pro-
fessional degrees awarded at HBCUs. 

Notable graduates of 1890 Institutions in-
clude: Oprah Winfrey, Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
Gen. Daniel Chappie James, Lionel Richie, 
Whitney Young, Art Shell, Ronald McNair, JIM 
CLYBURN, EDOLPHUS TOWNS, ALCEE HASTINGS, 
CORRINE BROWN. 

Madam Chair, in the 2008 Farm bill, 1890 
institutions were made eligible to receive fund-
ing for the first time under the McIntire-Stennis 
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